
12/02/03 

DAVID E. JANSSEN
Chief Administrative Officer

CAO EXECUTIVE I4J 

County of Los Angeles
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

713 KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRAiJON. LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012
(213) 974.1101

http://cao.coJa.ca.

Soard of Supervisors
GL.ORIA MOLINA
Rrst Dist.rict

YVONNE BRATHWAITE BURKE
Second DistrictNovember 19, 2003

To:

From:

ZEV YAROSLAVSKY
Third District

~/~

Chief Administrative Officer

DON KNABE
~ourth District

MICHAEL D. ANTONQVICH
Fifth District

RUNAWAY TRAIN PREVENTION REPORT

On September 16, 2003, on a 
requested the Sheriff, Fire Chief, and Chief Administrative Office/Office of 
Management to meet with the 
(BNSF) railroads regarding measures to prevent runaway trains. 
held as requested. During , representatives of 
information on preventative measures implemented to prevent runaway trains,

This memorandum summarizes those meetings and reports on measures that are being
taken to address these issues as requested by your Board. 
closely with the Fire Chief on these issues , and he concurs with this report.

Union Pacific

After the Commerce incident last July, UP evaluated its rail system and 19 
devices ("derails ) have been 
mainline and becoming runaway trains. These derails protect mainlines from small and
large yards and spur tracks where cars are 
Protective derails have also been 
mainline trackage owned by 
location, track speeds, and types of cars/trains in the area.

The brief runaway which occurred in the Commerce yard on September 16 , 2003, as
reported by UP , caused no damage because the cars stopped due to the slight hill at
the east end of the yard. , the Commerce yard derail was the
last of the 19 to be installed , but UP representatives advised that this Commerce 
derail is now installed.

"To Em;ich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service
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In addition to the derails , UP conducts regular 
monthly. Also , routine proficiency tests of employees operating trains are done every
month to assure compliance with operating rules , signal instructions , and general safety
requirements.

UP further advises that they have 
with the Federal 

Commission (PUC), both of which oversee railroad operation and procedures. The FAA
regularly audits and reviews railroad safety testing of track , equipment, and personnel.
This Federal and State 
installation of protective devices described above. 
FRA and PUC have resulted in specific protocols to avoid runaway trains.

Burlinqton Northern Santa Fe

Although BNSF has not , the

railroad conducted a mainline audit five years ago. 
protection needed for 
intersect with mainlines. Where 
installed.

Derails are inspected regularly and an 
protection is in place. 
and is installing newer style signals across the system. 
are done almost daily on freight, passenger, and commuter trains to assure compliance
and safe operation.

Like other railroads BNSF works 
compliance in all 
procedures related to equipment, track , signals , and personnel.

BNSF has agreed to 
notification program whereby the Los Angeles County Sheriff' s Department is advised of
any emergency or runaway train. 

December 1 , 2003 
Management.

Leqislation

On July 8, 20031 your Board directed the CAD to seek 
notification protocols to avoid , and , on , 2003
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your Board also instructed the CAO to seek legislation that requires railroads to develop
measures to prevent future runaway trains and minimize the associated risks to County
residents. The Federal , McCain, R-AZ)
includes amendment language offered by Senator Boxer that addresses your Board'
concerns by requiring the Secretary of 
procedures for a railroad to immediately notify first responders in communities that lie in
the path of a runaway train; requiring 
these regulations , and requiring the Secretary to conduct a study on how this 
public safety in train travel throughout the 
bill was reported by the Senate Commerce , 2003, and now
awaits Senate floor action. The County's Washington advocates are supporting this bill
based on the Board policies cited above.

If you have any , please call me, or 
contact Constance Perett, Office of Emergency Management, at (323) 980-2261 .
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Sheriff Lee Baca
Chief P. Michael Freeman
Emergency Management Council
Louisa Ollagu8 , First District
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Violet Varona-Lukens, Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
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MOTION BY SUPERVISOR GLORIA MOLINA September 16, 2003

On September 10 , 2003 an 

own eastward from Los 

East Los Angeles. This is a very 

Union Pacific derailment that damaged homes and terrified residents last June.

Although Union Pacific did follow the 

established with the Sheriff's Department, Union Pacific must be held accountable for

developing effective, preventive measures to safeguard residents. .

It is 
implemented to prevent railroads from allowing unmanned train sections to de- link and

run away, 

rrounding communities. 

but also the broader region if trains are carrying hazardous materials.

I THEREFORE MOVE that Board of 

Sheriff Department and the Office of 

MOTION

Molina

Yaroslavsky

Knabe

Antonovich

Burke
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with representatives from Union Pacific to develop measures to prevent runaway 

and minimize their 

measures. These measures 

residents associated with derailments.

, FURTHER MOVE that Burlington Northern Santa Fe ,Railroad be- requested to

report on its safety measures and to cooperate in the development of similar notification

protocols with the Sheriff's Department.

Furthermore, I request that the 

Administration (FRA) to conduct a complete audit of all Union Pacific safety 

and to assist the 

trains.

Additionally, I request the Board of 

that requires 

minimize the associated risks to our residents.
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